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Productions

WELCOME to The Old Maid and the Thief, our third production of the
2025-26 Season!

Originally commissioned for radio in 1939, The Old Maid and the Thief is a witty
and satirical tale of gossip, deception, and the facades we maintain in the name of
propriety. Set in a quiet American town, the opera follows the lives of Miss Todd
and her housemaid Letitia as they take in a charming wanderer—only to find
themselves entangled in increasingly outrageous moral compromises.

This production brings Menotti’s lively score and sharp humor to life in a clever
recreation of that first radio play that’s as thought-provoking as it is entertaining.

The Old Maid and the Thief written by Gian Carlo Menotti. ©WC Music Corp. (ASCAP) All Rights Reserved.
Used By Permission




Production Team

Conductor Director
Damon Stevens Ann Woldt
Scenic Designer Lighting & Sound Designer
Natalie Hining-Bruce Rick Goetz
Props Designer Costume & Make-Up Designer
Maddy Gunzenhauser Piper Jackman
Stage Manager

Cory Cox




MisS Todd....cooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnneneeececccenns Jasper McGrath
Laetitia....coeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnenisssssssssssssssssssscs Elainé Frey
Miss Pinkerton......ccceeeeennnnriiiiiiiiccccscessennnes Hannah Larsen
5 1) o S Maxwell Wearmouth-Gweah
8 0 N Erick Randall
Foley Artist.....ccviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiininnnnnnnnnnnnns Hunter Weppler
Stage Manager.....cceeeeeeeeeeeerecersscccsssssssssnennnns Lola Vincent
Setting

NBC radio studios, Rockefeller Center (Radio City),
New York, NY. 1939.

There will be no intermission

Please make sure cell phones and alarms are turned off.
Please no text messaging during the performance.
Restrooms are located on the main and upper lobby levels




Production Staff

Technical Director.............ccoooi i, Natalie Hining-Bruce
Asst. Stage Manager..........oooviiiiiiiii i, Brooklyn Mastin
Foley Prop Supervisor.........cooovviiiiiiiii i, Lupe Contreras
Deck/Prop Crew Head................oooiiiiiiiii Paisha Goodrich
Deck/Prop CreW......vveeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, Hannah Dank, Naomi Graves
Wardrobe Crew Head................ooooiiiii i, Robyn Aguilar
Wardrobe Crew...........coooviiiiinn.. . Anastasia Peron, Kaeding Phillips,
Arseydia Rodriguez

Lightboard Operator............coooiiiiiiiiii i, Tye Landrum
Box Office Manager............oooiviiiiiiiiii e Diego Solorio
House Manager...........ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Bekah Geerdes
Frontof House........coovvvviviin.... Cade Clark, Ben Hodges, Juliet Low,
Chessa Strauser, Michael Thacker

POSter DeSIZN. .. .viiiiiiii i e Mady Vasquez

Simpson Productions would like to thank

Josh Jepson




Production Crew

Scene Shop Supervisor: Natalie Hining-Bruce

Lighting and Sound Supervisor: Rick Goetz

Costume Shop Supervisor: Caroline Frias

Costume Construction Crew: Piper JackmanV“%, Robyn Aguilar,
Sydney Meierotto, Ale Salazar-Campos

Set Construction Crew: Maddy Gunzenhauser, Aaron Scholes,
Diego Solorio, Chessa Strauser

Lighting Crew: Nox Bazer, Cory Cox, Hannah Dank, Bella Dix,
McFarland

Sound : Lupe Contreras Y54

Properties: Maddy Gunzenhauser Y64

Simpson Productions:

Production Assistant: Hannah Larsen Y94

Marketing: Arseydia Rodriguez Y94

Faculty Supervisor of Marketing: Jennifer Nostrala
Audience Services: Amanda Orozco Vo4

Faculty Supervisor for Audience Services: Kara Raphaeli
Recruitment/ Outreach: Bekah Geerdes Vo4

Faculty Supervisor for Recruitment/Outreach: Ann Woldt

*UGA-Undergraduate Assistant




Simpson Productions Student Leadership

Simpson Productions Scholarship Students

Scholarship recipients hold theatre as an essential part of their lives and are an
integral part of the Simpson Productions company.

Cade Clark Ben Hodges Anastasia Peron
Cory Cox Piper Jackman Arseydia Rodriguez
Bekah Geerdes Tye Landrum Hannah Diego Solorio
Paisha Goodrich Larsen Juliet Low Chessa Strauser
Naomi Graves Brooklyn Mastin Michael Thacker
Maddy Gunzenhauser

UGA-Undergraduate Assistants

Undergraduate Assistants are positions across campus that are designed to offer
students the opportunity to gain practical, in-depth experience complementing their
formal education.

2025-2026 UGAs

Props--Maddy Gunzenhauser Marketing --Arseydia Rodriguez
Production Assistant--Hannah Larsen Sound--Lupe Contreras

Audience Services--Amanda Orozco Recruitment & Outreach--Bekah Geerdes
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Gian Carlo Menotti (1911-2007) was a prolific
composer, librettist, and director, renowned for
revitalizing 20th-century opera with accessible
works such as The Consul, Amahl and the Night
Visitors and The Saint of Bleecker Street.

Commissioned by NBC in 1938, The Old Maid
and the Thief was one of the earliest operas
composed specifically for performance on the
radio. It premiered April 22, 1939, and was the
b first of several operas in English composed by
Menottl who was just 28 years old at the time.

Menotti said he was inspired to write the story of the opera after visiting
the family of his partner, composer Samuel Barber. He found that what
appeared on the surface to be a quaint, American small town was rife with
secrets and gossip.

The opera was well-received by American music critics and its success
helped further establish Menotti's career in the United States. Menotti later
adapted the opera so it could be performed on the stage; with the first
theatrical production in 1941. This theatrical production was later
performed on NBC television by the NBC Opera Theatre in 1949.

Menotti went on to win two Pulitzer Prizes; the first in 1950 for The
Consul, a drama about refugees, and again in 1955 for The Saint of
Bleecker Street, a musical drama set in New York. His most famous
work, Amahl and the Night Visitors, was the first opera commissioned for
television premiering in 1951.

Simpson Productions most recently produced Menotti's The Medium and
The Telephone in a double-bill in 2024




NEW RADIO OPERA
OF MENOTTI GIVEN

- ‘The Old Maid and Thief,” in
One Act of 14 Scenes, Heard
From Radio City Studio

.ONE-HOUR PERFORMANCE

Robert A. Erede Conducts the
Seéason’s Final Broadcast of
NBC Symphony Orchestra

THE OLD MAID AND THE THIEF-Radio
opera in one act and fourteen scenes.
Music and book by Gian-Carlo Menotti.
Produced at Radio City under the au-
spices of the National Broadcasting Com-
bany with Robert Alberto Erede con-

. ducting the NBC Orchestra.

Miss Todd............ Sacamerme o Mary Hopple
detitla ... ..., Margaret Daum
. Miss Pinkerton.,..... «soxDorothy Sarnoff

BOB «oin seengyren vewanees 5 oo Robert Weede

By OLIN DOWNES

- A radio audience of the North
American Continent, and beyond,
participated last night in the pre-
miére of the ‘““radio opera,’” entitled
‘““The Old Maid and the Thief,’”’ by
. young Mr, Gian-Carlo Menotti. For
this work, Robert A. Erede con-

ducted the NBC Symphony Orches-
tra in its final performance here for
the season. This ‘‘opera,’’ of a kind
for ~which the music dictionaries
make no allowance, was heard, hut
not seen, save by a comparatively
small group in Studio H-8 in Radio
City. The performers did not act,
save as they indulged in a few ges-
tures or facial play as they stood
before the conductor and the or-
chestra. But the sound of the
*‘opera’’ conveyed action, event,
climax, It is a Ilyric comedy,
modelled in its essential nature up-
on the melodious farce, ‘“‘Amelia
Goes to the Ball,”” with which Mr.
Menotti has successfully enter-
tained the audiences of two seasons
at the Metropolitan Opera House.

The libretti of both these works
are creations of the composer. Both
books were sketched in Italian,
translated into English. Both were
sung in the latter language, and it
may be said that in this respect last
night’s interpretation did a signal
service for opera in the vernacular,
since every word of the characters
could be understood in such a way
that the auditors, with the brief
comment of Joseph Curtin, the nar-
rator, were able to follow every in-
stant of the drama and behold in
the mind’s eye the scene. Fresh
voices, musicianship and excellent
diction graced the occasion.

The Scenes Are Brief

The opera is in fourteen brief
‘‘scenes’ and in performance it
takes just one hour. Bob, a good-
looking young loafer possessed of |
wanderlust, strays into town. He
gets food and shelter from Miss
Todd, the elderly single lady of the
plot. She and her maid Letitia are
fascinated by the visitor and invite
‘him for a week’s stay. But Miss
Pinkerton, the village gossip,
frightens Miss Todd by telling her
of a thief who has escaped jail and
is believed to be hiding in the town.
The ladies, convinced that the thief
is Bob, nevertheless steal and fend
for him, and when Bob says he is
thirsty they supply him by break-
ing into the liquor store, almost at
the cost of their reputations. '

The police make a house-to-house
search for the malefactor. Bob de-
clares his innocence. Finally Miss
'Todd goes for the police. Then the
young man, despairing of proving
his guiltlessness, leaves the house,
stealing everything—clothes, money,
jewels—and not only these, but also
the handsome, impressionable ILe-
titia!

The opera was a success. It is so
Planned as to afford opportunity
for special sound effects of a comic
sort, and an ingenious illustrative or-
chestration. Much of it is conversa-
tion set to music, and Mr. Menott!
handles all this well, often with a
pleasing flippancy., He writes set
numbers in places, when they spring
readily from the situation.

Score Has Melodious Quality

- Most of the score is quick give-
and-take, but there is fully enough
of sustained song, and here and
there orchestral commentary, to
give it substance and melodic qual-
ity. The long solo of Miss Todd,
revealing her longing and loneli-
ness; Bob’s solo passage, ‘I must
wander again,” are cases in point.
Then there are the funny dance
pieces, very gay, which set off the
imaginary action, and the music for
the scene of the rifling of the liquor
store, the grotesque measures as
Miss Todd goes for the police; the
wholly irresponsible mixture of
fugue and scherzo while the jewels
are being stolen.

The opera shows again how skill-
ful and adroit Mr. Menotti becomes
when he approaches his stage. He
has lost nothing of his native wit
and his easy, plentiful invention.
He was fortunate in his solo artists,
who showed the high standard of
vocal competence and interpretive
gkill that radio singers can now
bring to performance. Mr. Erede
directed admirably, and full credit
must be extended Mr. Richard
Leonard, who as ‘“‘production direc-
tor”” made additional appropriate
sounds, effected the necessary syn-
chronization and the numerous
other details essential to a finished
radio performance.




Three Cheers for

cheeri Oats”

Vay, FLAVOR! Voy, FORM! Yoy, NOURISHMENT!

‘ﬁ’B'BELIEV'B ou’re going to stand right up and
yell, "Bmso", whengyou try CHEERI OATS! And
here aré the reasons why: .

FLAVOR: g0 now end different it would be a p!eu-
ant surprise to Mother Nature herself! A unique,
super-good, blended flavor . .. made possible by the
addition of small amounts of corn and other special
ingredients. No other cereal, hot or cold, has a flavor
like CHRERI OATS! .

FORM: See. for yourself, right here on this page.
Isn’t that Ylittle doughnut” shape & cute idea? Pleas-
ing color, too. One of the most appetizing-looking
ready-to-eat breakfast foods you ever saw. And wait
’til you see how crisp it stays in milk 0; cream lﬁ ;

N SHMENT: CHEERI OATS is made essentially
of oz?;u. .is virtul‘I:y an “oatmeal” brcl.khztl Think
what this forg tion after g peo~
_ple have thrived on oatmeal. For lasting food-energy
"+« for the help that growing children need . . . oat-
meal has altoays been the w-tchvéordgl n??)‘i :::nngs
tom; » appetizing, ready-to-eat CHE!
yqul:g:?onmd’seasenmlheumvd_ues.(Mo'rEsns:
satisfy yourself on this point by reading carefully the
nutritional details in the panel at right.)

The idea of 2 wholesome, nourishing oat cereal in
réady-to-eat form makes a lot of good comrpon sense.
And u!"l’h“‘{glph on this page gi' €8 you a proview
of CHEERI OA’ 2’ novel, intriguing form,

But .., the pay-off comes with your first faste.
Words are of little use in describing flavor. CHEERI
OATs must be experienced to be appreciated! Why
not get two packages at your grocer’s ...and start
tomorrow to enjoy America’s newest, brightest idea
for breakfast!

CHEER! OATS is made by General Mills, Inc.,
Minneapolis, Minn.

You Get Full
OATMEAL Amounts Cf:

Vitamin B, (Thiamin). Essential for

turning food into energy, for normal

growth, and normal functioniog of the

pervous system. Cheeri Oats gives you
equal to oatmeal.

Vitamin G (Riboflavin), Important in
maintainiog growth and y weight in
children. Full oatmeal proportion,

Iron, Phosphorus, Calcium—minerals
needed to make red blood (Iron), a
s bones and teoth (Phosphorus
2ad Calcium), Full oatmeal amounts,

Inaddition—Oats it & cereal relative-

rich in Proteins—the food elements

o body must have for building firm
flesh, lasting energy. E

CHERRY OATS fa p regintered trade mark of Gen, Mils, Inc.  Copr. 1941, Gen. Mills, Tnc.

The BREAKFIST FOOD YOUVE ALWANS WANTED /-




Simpson Productions 2025-2026 Season

ANTHROPOLOGY
By Lauren Gunderson

Director, Ann Woldt
Oct. 3-4 at 7:30 pm and Oct. 5 at 2:00 pm
Barnum Studio Theatre

Merril has gone through what no sister should ever go
through- the disappearance of her sister, Angie. In an effort to
help manage her grief, Merril assembles all the digital
material that Angie has left behind and creates a ‘virtual
Angie’. Virtual Angie is helpful until it begins to unravel the
real Angie’s disappearance. anthropology raises compelling
questions about the ethics of artificial intelligence, the nature
of memory, and the lengths to which individuals will go to
preserve or recreate lost loved ones.

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS

Book and Lyrics by Howard Ashman

Music by Alan Menken

Director, Jennifer Nostrala

Musical Director, Damon Stevens

Nov. 14-15 at 7:30 pm and Nov. 16 at 2:00 pm

In conjunction with the 28th annual High School Theatre
Festival

Pote Theatre

The delightfully dark and wildly entertaining musical Little
Shop of Horrors blends doo-wop, Motown, and rock-and-roll
to tell the quirky tale of Seymour, a meek floral assistant who
discovers a strange plant with a secret thirst for human

; 4 blood. As the plant grows, so does Seymour’s fame—but at a
horrifying cost. Wlth catchy songs, eccentric characters, and a touch of horror-comedy, Little Shop of
Horrors has become a beloved staple of American musical theatre.




THE OLD MAID & THE THIEF

By Gian Carlo Menotti

Conductor, Damon Stevens

Director, Ann Woldt

Barnum Studio Theatre

Feb. 20-21 at 7:30 pm and Feb. 22 at 2 pm, 2025

Originally commissioned for radio in 1939, The Old Maid and
the Thief is a witty and satirical tale of gossip, deception, and
the facades we maintain in the name of propriety. Set in a
quiet American town, the opera follows the lives of Miss Todd
and her housemaid Letitia as they take in a charming
wanderer only to find themselves entangled in increasingly
outrageous moral compromises.

- g This production brings Menotti’s lively score and sharp
humor to life in a clever recreation of that first radio play that’s as thought-provoking as it is
entertaining.
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THE CHILDREN’S HOUR

By Lillian Hellman

Director, Kara Raphaeli

April 17-18 at 7:30 pm and April 19 at 2:00 pm
Pote Theatre

Rumor. Scandal. Destruction. Set in a school for girls run by
two unmarried women, this 1934 play examines the
destructive force of a homophobic moral panic. Once a
malicious youngster starts a rumor about the two women, the
community shuns them, leading to tragedy.

Reserve tickets through Humanitix
or by contacting the Simpson Productions Box Office:

515-961-1601
bpacboxoffice@simpson.edu



https://events.humanitix.com/host/simpson-productions
mailto:bpacboxoffice@simpson.edu
https://simpson.edu/academics/departments/department-theatre-arts/%C2%A0mailto:bpacboxoffice@simpson.edu

for DRY HAIR

WHEN your Hairdresser or Chemist recommends you o

Brylereem your hair he's giving vou the best possible
advice. From personal experience he knows that there's
nothing better for "Dry Hair' which is the root cause of dand-
ruff, thinning hair and ultimate baldness.

Rub Brylereem into your hair and scalp and let its tonic
ingredients stimulate the glands and roots of your hair into
healthy activity. At the same time Brylereem's natural oils
groom your hair without any of that objectionable ‘patent-
leather’ look that gummy preparations give. Ask for Brylcreem
and banish ¢ Dry Hair.,'

In botiles , Larger bottles
and tubes l =g 19, 26

At all Chemists and Hairdressers

v':"ul'."

BRYLCREEM—THE PERFECT HAIR DRESSING

ropdi C, 567
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Hetes whatyou need
TO QUICKLY RELIEVE
HEADACHE, UPSET STOMACH

ACID INDIGESTION
MUSCULAR ACHES and PAINS

That's right — there's nothing quite like
a sparkling glass of Alka -Secltzer when
you want quick relief from these com
mon troubles,

Alka-Seltzer relieves so guickly, pleas
antly, and safely, that 1s why it 15 used
by millions of people when overeating,
overwork or some other indiscretion
brings on physical discomfort.

An Alka-Scltzer Tablet 1n a glass of
water makes a sparkhing analgesic-alka-
Hzing solution, Its analgesic action re-
lieves the pain and its alkalizing proper
ties llf"'[l.\ correct excess acidity which
often accompames common aches and
paing, Get a package of Alko-Seltzer
Tablets fvom your druggint and try them,




Caroline Frias

Rick Goetz

Natalie Hining-Bruce

Jennifer Ross Nostrala

Kara Raphaeli

Damon Stevens

Ann Woldt

Productions

Costume Designer;
Costume Shop Supervisor;
Courses in Design and Tech

Lighting and Sound Designer;
Lighting and Sound Supervisor
Courses in Design and Tech

Scene Designer; Technical Director;
Scene Shop Supervisor;
Courses in Design and Tech

Simpson Productions Producer;
Courses in Directing, Acting, Literature,
Script Analysis; Director

Assistant Professor; Courses in Directing,
Plays and Performances, Script Analysis, World
Theatre; Director

G. Dewey and M. Maine Larsen Chair in Opera;
Courses in Music History, Ensembles, Collaborative
Piano, Opera; Conductor

Theatre Department Chair;

Recruitment & Outreach Coordinator;
Courses in Acting, Voice, Script Analysis,
Interpretation; Director
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