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The Glass Menagerie
By: Tennessee Williams
Directed by: Ann Woldt
2011 High School Theatre Festival
Dramaturgical Study Guide
By: Sadie Ackerman

Dear Participating Teacher,                                                                      November 2011

Theatre Simpson is pleased to provide you this Study Guide in conjunction with its Fifteenth Annual High School Theatre Festival.  We hope that the following document will serve as an educational aid in your classroom.  Within this study guide, you will find a variety of research about the playwright, sociopolitical content and various information that relates to The Glass Menagerie as a literary achievement and theatrical piece. It is our hope that dramaturgical packet will accentuate your students understanding of The Glass Menagerie and provide inspiration for classroom discussions and activities.
	The Glass Menagerie is Tennessee Williams’ most autobiographical piece.  It contains an outpouring of sentiment and resentment. Trials and hardships helped him construct several essential pieces of American Theatre that resonate in contemporary culture and society.  It is our hope that these eternal themes will inspire your students to emotionally and intellectually invest in The Glass Menagerie. Both the characters and audience members live in difficult times, it is our desire that with every rainbow, every stolen song and every polished piece of glass comes a shard of hope for the future for all that chose to occupy a dimly lit theatre on a Monday afternoon. We thank you for participating in the High School Theatre Festival and wish you all the best.

Sincerely,
Sadie Ackerman
Dramaturg
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Top Right: Williams, Tennessee. “Memoirs” by Tennessee Williams. Penguin Books Australia. N.p., n.d. 
Web 16 November 2011. 
< http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780141189291/memoirs>
Top, Bottom left and bottom right: Spoto, David. The Kindness of Strangers: The Life of Tennessee Williams. Boston: Little Brown, 1985. Print.
Tennessee Williams Biography
	The man known as Tennessee Williams was born Thomas Lanier Williams on March 26, 1911 to Edwina and Cornelius Williams. His father was a salesperson and his mother acted in the primary role of mother to her children.  Cornelius spent much of his time away from the family.  From age one to seven, Tennessee lived with his mother and Mrs. Williams father (Wells 7). Cornelius made it back to the family enough times to produce Dakin, who was born in 1919.  Three children, Rose, Tennessee and Dakin would comprise the William’s family.
	Tennessee’s childhood was not always idyllic. At the age of seven, he was stricken with diphtheria. The disease left him in a weakened physical condition. While in the recovery state, he found that he had trouble walking. The family feared he might lose control of the muscles in the lower half of his body.  To combat this, he was given a special crutch-like aid to help him learn to walk again, and returned to a decent physical condition after recovering. It is from this time as a sick boy that Tennessee began to fear illness. He did not know it at this time, but both his mother and father had family histories of serious medical illness on both sides.  Tennessee’s fear and paranoia of illness would be cemented years later within the hardships that both he and trials that his elder sister Rose endured.
	In his adult years, he was employed at the Continental Shoe Factory, where his father also worked, a position that Williams hated.  He found an escape in reading, writing and collegiate experiences.  Williams went on to attend college at three different universities, the University of Missouri, Washington University and the University of Iowa. Williams failed courses at the UOM and could not re-enroll. This led him to pursue studies at Washington University. While at Washington University, he began to read authors like D.H. Lawrence, Hart Crane and Herman Melville (Wells 9).  At this time, he also began to write short plays, entering one in a college contest and submitting others to drama groups.  After graduating from the University of Iowa and a move to Chicago, Williams set his sights on a different form: film.
	In the summer of 1943, Williams journeyed to Hollywood, California and began working as a scriptwriter for MGM (Wounded Genius DVD).  While working there, he began working on a script entitled The Gentleman Caller. The script was submitted to the studio and ultimately denied. Williams found no fulfillment in California, and returned to New York later that year.  Williams then wrote the play Battle of Angels and received an award from the National Institute of Arts and Letters. This award helped Williams gain momentum as a writer and The Gentleman Caller was finished later that year as a play with a new title: The Glass Menagerie.  
	The Glass Menagerie brought Williams critical success. The early 1950’s were successful years for the playwright. He produced theatrical hits such as A Streetcar Named Desire (1947), Cat on A Hot Tin Roof (1955), Sweet Birth of Youth (1959) and The Night of the Iguana (1961).  Pleasure and success abounded for Williams, but inner demons continued to poke at him in the later years.  The 1960’s brought substance abuse and personal loss. William’s longtime partner, Frank Merlo, was a heavy user of drugs and alcohol (Spoto 259).  Merlo suffered from cancer and passed away in 1963. The late 1960’s and 1970’s brought on many new written pieces of literature and theatrical works, but he was unable to recapture the success of decades past.  
	The 1970’s-1980’s saw a life of potential cut short by health issues, caused by William’s own abuse.  In 1969, Williams was making a fresh pot of coffee in his new kitchen, when he fell and burned his shoulder. The burn was not much, but Williams overdramatized the situation and had someone call his brother Dakin. His brother Dakin took him to the hospital in St Louis and Williams willingly checked himself into a mental hospital. “Physicians deemed that his violent, destructive and possibly suicidal behavior warranted the constant supervision and confinement in the psychiatric division” (Spoto 283). While in the hospital, William’s body began to turn against him. He suffered three seizures in one morning and two heart attacks within the next three days. He later began to respond to the treatments given and was later released in 1970, after his one year stay in the hospital (Spoto 283-284).
	Williams continued to write with determination in the last twenty years of his life, but was never able to recapture the success of his early years. Tennessee’s mother Edwina passed in 1980. His reaction to her death is somewhat mysterious. Williams once stated “I cannot feel anything about my mother. I dream about her, but I can’t feel anything…” Later that month, Williams traveled to Europe with another artist (347).  Williams continued to edit and fine-tune his pieces of writing, but his alcohol use and abuse of sleeping pills took a toll on his health.  On February 24, 1983, Williams checked into a New York hotel. The next day he was found deceased.  
“It was later reported by the New York medical examiner and the pathologist that during the night Tennessee Williams had ingested small quantities of a variety of drugs – cocaine among them – with…wine, and that a barbiturate overcap had somehow lodged in his throat: apparently he used the cap like a spoon, to swallow two Seconal capsules” (Spoto 365).
Tennessee Williams left a legacy in American Theatre. His difficult childhood aided in shaping the painstakingly human works of art that would bring him critical success. A decade of success followed by years of work and struggle would ultimately stretch Tennessee Williams to the end of his limits. Though met with a tragic and untimely end, Tennessee Williams lives on in his collected works, unshakable characters and in the hearts of readers and audiences members around the world. 
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· 1911:  Born on March 26 in Columbus, Mississippi. Birth name: Thomas Lanier Williams

· Parents: Cornelius and Edwina Williams. Siblings: Rose Isabel Williams (3 at the time) and Walter Dakin Williams (8 years younger than Tennessee)

· 1914-1918: Tennessee suffers from diphtheria, leaves him weakened for about two years.  Turns to his imagination for entertainment. Black nursemaid tells him supernatural stories. 

· July, 1918: Moves to St Louis, Missouri.

· 1919: (Brother) Dakin Williams in born in January. Tom lives in Clarksdale with grandparents, Edwina recovers from a case of the influenza

· 1920-1929: Grows up in St. Louis. Parents argue, move around (lived in eight different apartments). Cornelius verbally abuses Tennessee with the nickname “Miss Nancy.”

· 1922: Edwina buys Tennessee a secondhand typewriter.

· 1924: Williams writes a ghost story and a few poems published in his junior high school newspaper.

· 1927: Wins prize for an entry in Smart Set Magazine, an article entitled: “Can a Good Wife be a Good Sport?” 
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· 1929: Attends University of Missouri, Columbia.  Play: Beauty is the World wins honorable mention in contest held by the University.

· 1931-1935: Tennessee works at Continental Shoemakers branch of International Shoe Company, he failed exam at University of Missouri and cannot re-enroll.

· 1935: Williams is put in hospital for heart condition, released from factory employment.  Rose’s mental condition becomes known. Cairo! Shanghai! Bombay! is performed by The Memphis Garden Players
· 1936: Attends Washington University in September.  Theatre Guild presents William’s “The Magic Tower” in October.

· 1937: Drops out of Washington University in June. Enters University of Iowa in September.   Writes two full-length pieces: Not about Nightingales and Spring Storm.  A prefrontal lobotomy is done on Rose. 

· 1938: Receives BA degree from University of Iowa.  Goes to Chicago.

· 1938-1939: Uses first name “Tennessee” in Story magazine. Returns to St. Louis and writes Battle of Angels (full-length play). Wins $10,000 grant from Rockefeller Foundation, travels to New York.

· [image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41EItyOU-qL.jpg] 1943: Returns to St. Louis, begins to work on The Gentleman Caller. 

· 1944: Returns to New York, receives $1,000 award from National Institute of Arts and Letters for Battle of Angels. 12/26: The Glass Menagerie has its Chicago opening. 

· March 31, 1944: The Glass Menagerie opens in New York. Director: Eddie Dowling (also plays the role of Tom). Laurette Taylor is Amanda. 

· 1945: The Glass Menagerie opens in the Playhouse Theatre. April: The Glass Menagerie wins the Best American Play award.

· 1947: A Streetcar Named Desire opens in New York at The Barrymore Theatre on December 3rd.

· 1950: The Glass Menagerie film adaptation is released. The ending is rewritten to be more uplifting, the playwright is not pleased.

· 1951: Warner Brothers Studios release A Streetcar Named Desire.

· 1953: Camino Real opens in New York to terrible reviews. 

· 1955: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof opens in New York. Wins the Pulitzer Prize and the New York Drama Critic’s Circle Award. 


· 1956: Williams begins to have psychiatric analysis performed. William’s father passes away. Tennessee and brother Dakin attend the funeral

· 1958: MGM releases Cat on a Hot Tin Roof film adaptation. The film receives positive reviews.

· 1959: Sweet Bird of Youth opens on March 10th  at the Marti Brook Theatre. Suddenly Last Summer is adapted into a screenplay. 

· 1961: The Night of the Iguana tours Rochester, Detroit, Cleveland and Chicago.  Tennessee Williams receives dog bites on both of his ankles, has brush with death.

· 1963: Frank Merlo (William’s partner) dies of cancer.  Williams falls into a depression. The 1960’s are referred to as his “Stoned Age.”

· 1964-1968: Several works are published including: film adaptations of “A Night at the Iguana” (1964), “This Property is Condemned (1966), and “Boom” (1968), a film adaptation of The Milk Train Doesn’t Stop Here Anymore.  The plays Eccentricities of a Nightingale (1964), The Two Character Play (1967), and The Seven Descents of Myrtle (1968). 

· 1969: Williams is baptized as a Roman Catholic in January. In the Bar of a Tokyo Hotel opens in New York to negative reviews.
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· 1969: May 21, Williams is awarded the Gold Medal for Drama from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Later goes through a period of delirium, convulsions and a “silent coronary.” Is incarcerated in Barnacle Hospital. 

· 1970:   Williams goes to Bangkok for a gynecomastia (swelling of male breast, usually caused by other conditions such as alcoholism) operation.

· 1972: Small Craft Warnings opens in New York. Williams plays the character of Doc in his debut as an actor for the first five showings. 

· 1975: Williams receives the National Arts Club’s gold medal for literature. Tennessee William’s “Memoirs” are released. 
· 1975-1979: Several plays are produced including The Red Devil Battery Sign (1975), The Demolition Downtown (1976), This is (An Entertainment) (1976), 27 Wagons Full of Cotton (1976), Vieux Carre (1977), Tiger Tail (1978) and Creve Coeur (1978) 

· 1983: February 25, Tennessee Williams found deceased in a hotel room in New York City.
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The Written Works of Tennessee Williams

Plays
	Year
	Title

	1935
	Cairo! Shanghai! Bombay!

	1937
	The Magic Tower

	1937
	27 Wagons Full of Cotton

	1939
	American Blues (collected works, including The Dark Room, The Case of the Crushed Petunias, )

	1940 
	Battle of Angels

	1941
	At Liberty (included in American Scenes by William Kozlenko)

	1944
	The Glass Menagerie

	1945
	You Touched Me!

	1947
	A Streetcar Named Desire

	1948
	Summer and Smoke

	1951
	The Rose Tattoo

	1953
	Camino Real

	1955 
	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

	1956
	Baby Doll

	1957
	Orpheus Descending

	1958
	Suddenly Last Summer

	1959
	Sweet Bird of Youth

	1960
	Period of Adjustment

	1961
	The Night of the Iguana

	1963
	The Milk Train Doesn’t Stop Here Anymore

	1964
	The Eccentricities of a Nightingale

	1964
	Slapstick Tragedy, Two Plays: The Mutilated and The Gnadigies Fraulein

	1968
	The Seven Descents of Myrtle, shortened in 1975 and titled Kingdom of Earth

	1971
	Out Cry 

	1972
	Small Craft Warnings



Short Plays
	1940
	The Long Goodbye



One Act Plays
	Shown on TV in 1958
	Mooney’s Kids Don’t Cry

	Produced in 1958
	The Purification

	
	The Lady of Larkspur Lotion

	1947
	The Last of My Solid Gold Watches

	
	Portrait of a Madonna

	
	Auto-Da-Fe

	
	Lord Byron’s Love Letter

	
	The Strangest Kind of Romance

	
	The Long Goodbye

	
	Hello From Bertha

	
	This Property is Condemned

	
	Talk to Me Like the Rain and Let Me Listen…

	
	Something Unspoken

	
	In the Bar of a Tokyo Hotel

	
	I Rise in Flame, Cried the Phoenix

	
	The Mutilated

	
	I Can’t Imagine Tomorrow

	
	The Frosted Glass Coffin

	
	A Perfect Analysis Given by a Parrot

	
	The Demolition Downtown



Uncollected Works
	1951
	I Rise in Flame, Cried the Phoenix



Short Stories
	1948
	One Arm & Other Stories

	1954
	Hard Candy



Short Novels
	1950
	The Roman Spring



Collections of Poems
	1956
	In the Winter of Cities (re-released in 1964)




Misc. Works
	1924
	A Great Tale Told at Katrina’s Party (Newspaper Article)

	1928
	Demon Smoke (Yearbook piece)

	1928
	The Vengeance of Nitocris (Magazine Article)

	1975
	The Red Devil Battery Sign (Play)

	1976
	The Demolition Downtown (Play)

	1976
	This Is (An Entertainment) (Play)

	1976
	27 Wagons Full of Cotton (Play)

	1977
	Vieux Carre (Play)

	1978
	Tiger Tale (Play)

	1978
	Creve Coeur (Play)



Timeline information taken from:
 Londre, Felicia Hardison. Tennessee Williams. 1979. Reprint. New York: F Unger Publishing
	Company. 1979. Print      
Presley, Delma Eugene. The Glass Menagerie: an American Memory. Boston, Massachusetts
	Twayne Publishers, 1990. Print.

The 1930’s in America – The Time Period of The Glass Menagerie
The Great Depression Hits America: 1929-1933
	America is pulling itself out of The Great Depression.  Franklin D. Roosevelt is implementing public works programs in order to rebuild the country. Citizens are frustrated and some protest in the streets. It is a bleak time economically in America and other countries.
· Nearly $40 Billion is lost in stock values. American economy nearly collapses
· The depression stops consumer driven activity. Americans stop buying new vehicles, women stop buying jewelry. 
· Many homes have to double up in homes and apartments. “Tensions between fathers and sons increased as the latter found it impossible to find work.” (Link 261)
· Schools and colleges are hit. Enrollment decreases
· Franklin D. Roosevelt is reelected in 1932
· 1929-1932: The national income falls by $40 billion dollars, wages fall 60%.
1933
“The administration’s primary concern in the spring of 1933 was the plight of the unemployed and the survival of nearly 6 million persons on a city and state relief rolls.” (Link 290)
· The Banking Act is passed. Restores banks to good working order, things like deposits are now insured.
· Home Owners Loan Corporation is established, can borrow up to $4.75 billion. 
· Government passed The Federal Emergency Relief Act – giving $500 million to the people. One-half of the allocation was given to impoverished states, the other half to the rest of the states.
1935
· Roosevelt builds an alliance of workers, farmers, unemployed workers and social workers.
The Effects of the Depression on American Playwrights
· Playwrights like Thornton Wilder produced works reflected the broken spirits of the time and reminiscence for times past).  Wilder produced Our Town (1938) and The Skin of Our Teeth (1942).
· Theatre began to comment on the frustrations within the American society.  The Theater Union and Group Theater began to produce works that rang with anti-capitalist sentiments. 

· The Federal Theater Project helped rebuild American Theatre and paved the way for future theatre artists. 
· “The Federal Theatre Project produced twelve hundred plays and brought theater to an audience of more than twenty-five million--many of whom were experiencing live theater for the first time. At its peak, the project employed thirteen thousand people in thirty-one states. It fostered the growth of black theater as well as the early careers of stars such as John Houseman and Orson Welles. Its productions tackled serious themes, from Mussolini's war on Ethiopia to the tragedy of the Dust Bowl. What began as a product of necessity blossomed into a period of creativity. Houseman once wrote, "The miracle of the Federal Theatre lies precisely in this--that from the drab and painful relief project there sprang the liveliest, most innovative, and most original theatre of its era." (Pedro 35)

Tennessee Williams during the Depression:
· Tennessee Williams attended the University of Columbia from 1929-1931. He drops out in 1931 and works at The Continental Shoemakers branch of International Shoe Company.

[image: ]
“A scene from the 1936 production of Triple-A-Plowed Under, the first Living Newspaper, which dramatized the plight of farmers.” (Pedro 36)

Ponce, Pedro. “An Hour Upon the Stage.” Humanities 24.4 (2003): 34. MasterFILE Premier. 
	EBSCO. Web. 30 October 2011.


Tennessee Williams & The Glass Menagerie: Fact or Fiction?
The Glass Menagerie is William’s most autobiographical piece. Below are some similarities between the life of the playwright and the work he created.
	The Glass Menagerie
	Tennessee Williams

	· Tom, the protagonist, works at a shoe factory

	· Worked at a shoe factory in 1930’s

	· Sister: Laura, who is shy and reserved
	· Has a sister: Rose, who is shy and reserved


	· Mother: Amanda, talkative and proud
	· Mother: Edwina, talkative and proud


	· Jim: Gentleman caller, visits Laura
	· 1936: Rose begins to go steady with the junior executive at a shoe company

	· Amanda has Tom bring gentlemen home to call on Laura
	· Edwina has Tennessee bring home male friends that he works with to call on Rose

	· Laura: failed out of school.
	· Rose: has a job as a typist at an office, the position overwhelmed her and she quit.

	· Tom’s father was an alcoholic
	· Cornelius (father) became an alcoholic

	· When Jim arrives, Amanda will not stop talking to him.
	· Clark Mill recalled that Edwina would not stop talking when he called on Rose. Rose would not say much. Edwina "was a nightmare." (Leverich 181)

	· Amanda dresses Laura in older, outdated dress.
	· Rose would wear “…the most god-awful ankle-length, shapeless chiffon-type dress that looked like it dated from 1922.” (Leverich 181)

	· Tom loves going to the movies 
	· Tennessee Williams pursued screenwriting before returning to playwriting

	· The Wingfields' live in a lower class apartment in St. Louis.
	· The Williams were lower class citizens that lived in St. Louis in an apartment

	· Laura has a limp from pleurosis, which is magnified through her insecurities.
	· Tennessee develops a limp from childhood illness and must learn to walk without the support of a crutch.

	· Tom leaves the apartment often to go to the movies.
	· In the early 1940’s, Tennessee Williams would go out and behave in a very sexually promiscuous manner.



Abstract Ideas

On December 2-5, 2011, audiences and several high schools will gather at Simpson College to experience the second production of the season: The Glass Menagerie. Theatre Simpson’s production will focus heavily on memories that Tennessee Williams wishes to impart. 
Director Ann Woldt explains her vision for the piece in her director’s concept:

“The characters of Amanda and Laura are larger portraits of his own mother, Edwina and sister, Rose.  The guilt that Tom feels about leaving his sister is very much the same guilt that Williams felt when Rose was institutionalized and, subsequently, lobotomized.  The “role” of Mr. Wingfield gives us a glimpse of what growing up with an absentee father did to the William’s family.  This is a story that Tom HAS to tell.  The incredible guilt he feels is what drives his need to tell his story.  Therefore, in the recalling of memories, a certain amount of “poetic license” is taken.  William’s encourages just that when approaching the production.”

The Production Team is composed of faculty, staff and student designers. The lighting, scenic, set, properties, costumes and sound designers have been revising and perfecting their work for 
months.

The team has used a few of these images and ideas for inspiration.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]A Glossary of Words and Phrases Found in the Play

Ash pits:  large mounds of ash left over from coal furnaces. "You could see them kissing behind ash pits and telephone poles." Tom Scene 5.

Berchtesgaden: an area of southeastern Germany, now a national park, known for breathtaking views of the German Alps. "Suspended in the mist over Berchtesgaden…" Tom Scene 5.

Blue Mountain: the small town in northern Mississippi where Amanda grew up. "One Sunday afternoon in Blue Mountain when your mother was a girl she received —seventeen — gentlemen callers!" Amanda Scene 1.

Cakewalk: a dance with a strutting step based on a promenade. "I won the cakewalk twice at Sunset Hill…" Amanda Scene 7.

Celotex: a type of fiberboard used for building insulation. "You think I want to spend fifty-five years of my life down there in that — celotex interior!" Tom Scene 3.

Century of Progress: an international fair held in Chicago from 1933 to 1934, the theme of which was science and industry. "…I saw it summer before last at the Century of Progress." Jim Scene 8.

Cotillion: a formal ball where debutantes are presented. "I led the cotillion in this dress years ago." Amanda Scene 7.

Dandelion Wine: A fermented alcoholic beverage made from the petals of dandelion blossoms, citrus peel and sugar. Typically a light wine lacking body. "I'd like Laura to have a little dandelion wine." Amanda Scene 8.

D.A.R.: Daughters of the American Revolution; national women's organization of descendants of patriots of the American Revolution. "Didn't you go to the D.A.R. meeting, Mother?" Laura Scene 2.

Daumier: French painter, sculptor and caricaturist, known in his lifetime chiefly as a social and political satirist. "The light on her face with its aged but childish features is cruelly sharp, satirical as a Daumier print." 

Doughboy: a nickname for WWI infantrymen. "It is the face of a very handsome young man in a doughboy's First World War cap." 

Guernica: a town in the Basque region of Spain that was the site of a massive and brutal attack during the Spanish Civil War. "In Spain there was Guernica." Tom Scene 6.

Hogan Gang: an infamous crime family from St. Louis. "I've joined the Hogan Gang, I'm a hired assassin…" Tom Scene 3.


Glossary Study Guide

Jonquils: a species of narcissus having a small yellow flower. "She carries a bunch of jonquils." SD Scene 7.

Lawrence, D.H.: (1885-1930) English novelist and poet best known at that time for Sons and Lovers. "That awful book buy that insane Mr. Lawrence." Amanda Scene 3.

Malaria: an infectious disease transmitted to humans by the bite of an infected mosquito. It is characterized by fever and severe chills. "I had malaria fever, too." Amanda Scene 7.

Mazda lamp: first lighted lamp invented by Thomas Edison. "…before Mr. Edison found that Mazda lamp." Amanda Scene 8.

Metropolitan star: a star in New York's Metropolitan Opera, one of the foremost opera companies in the world. "Temperament like a Metropolitan star!" Amanda Scene 1.

Merchant Marine: the fleet of US ships that carried imports and exports during peacetime and became a naval auxiliary during wartime to deliver troops and war materials. "I saw that letter you got from the Merchant Marines." Amanda Scene 5.

Milk Fund: "Milk funds" were set up all over the country by philanthropic groups (usually religious groups) and local governments to provide milk for undernourished children in public schools. A private Jewish women's council began St. Louis' first milk fund in 1917; the public school system took over responsibility in the mid-1930s.

Federal funding for milk in schools began in 1940. "And there was an organ solo and a collection for the milk-fund." Tom Scene 4.

The Pirates of Penzance: 19th century operetta by Gilbert and Sullivan. "Here he is in the Pirates of Penzance." Laura Scene 2.

Pleurosis: an inflammation of the lungs, characterized by chills, fever, painful breathing and coughing. "I said pleurosis — he thought that I said Blue Roses!" Laura Scene 2.

Purina: a hot multi-grain breakfast cereal made from oats, wheat, and millet. "Eat a bowl of Purina!" Amanda Scene 5.

Quinine: a bitter extract from cinchona bark used as a tonic to treat malaria. "I took quinine and kept on going and going!" Amanda Scene 7.

Service Car: The term 'service car' in 1937 could apply to a bus, trolley or streetcar, but not to a taxi. "I gave your brother a little extra money so he and Mr. O'Connor could take the service car home." Amanda Scene 7.

Shipping Clerk: Shipping clerks keep records of all outgoing shipments. They prepare shipping documents and mailing labels and make sure that orders have been filled correctly. Also, they record items taken from inventory and note when orders were filled. Sometimes they fill the order themselves, obtaining merchandise from the stockroom, noting when inventories run low and wrapping or packing the goods in shipping containers. "He's a shipping clerk." Tom Scene 6.
Guthrie Study Guide page 29


*Glossary information on Pgs. 24-26 is taken from the Guthrie Study Guide.
 Holcomb, Jo. Guthrie Study Guide – The Glass Menagerie. Study Guide. 31 January 2007. The 
Glass Menagerie. Guthrie Theater. 2 November 2001. 


Student/Teacher Discussion Questions: Pre-viewing.

1. Who is the hero of The Glass Menagerie? Does the story have a specific hero? Do any of the characters in the piece display amiable/likable/heroic qualities?
2. What themes are present within The Glass Menagerie? Is the piece a tragedy? Why or why not?
3. What characters do you sympathize with within the piece? Why? Are any of the characters particularly selfish?
4. Are the cultural circumstances of the period reflected within the text? 
5. Does knowing biographical information about Tennessee Williams help you understand The Glass Menagerie a little more? Why or why not?
Student/Teacher Discussion Questions: Post-viewing.
1. Why did Tom leave at the end of the play? Were his actions justified?
2. Was Amanda too harsh on her children? On the other hand, was she just trying to be a good mother? Why or why not?
3. Was The Glass Menagerie what you expected it would be? Why or why not? What aspects of the production helped to tell the most effective story? What aspects of the production detracted from telling the story?
4. Is the Gentleman Caller a heroic figure in the story? Does he end up helping Laura? Does he end up hurting her?
5. What does The Glass Menagerie say about American culture of the time? How do its themes/subject matter relate to contemporary life?
Classroom Activities
1. Partner up with two or three students pick a scene from the play. Stage the scene and perform it. Does the text seem different now that you’ve performed it? Did you notice anything that you did not notice before your performance?
2. Using pictures and words from magazines create a collage for each character in the play. This collage should display qualities of the characters personality. For example, Laura’s collage might include photos of glass figurines and delicate fabrics. 
3. Select music that you think each character would enjoy. Explain why you chose the particular artist/composer and song.  If the song has lyrics, explain how the lyrics relate to a character trait or specific character predicament. If the song does not have lyrics, explain how the mood or tone of the song relates to the characters emotional state.
4. Imagine that you a casting a film adaptation of the play. What actors would you cast to play Jim, Tom, Laura and Amanda? Why did you choose these actors? What qualities will these actors bring to the characters?
5. Improvise a scene between the characters. Scenario: Tom and the Gentleman Caller return to the apartment ten years later. Amanda is old and sick; Laura is emotionally unstable and prone to fits of anger. Tom has returned is a successful writer in New York and Jim is happily married. Amanda has invited everyone to the apartment for dinner. (If students are uncomfortable acting, have them write a scene and read it aloud – with partners- to a small group).

(Questions 1-3 taken from The LA Theatre Works: The Glass Menagerie. Teachers Study Guide).
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