Memo

From:  John Sirianni

To:  Simpson Faculty
RE:  Polices and Procedures for Athletic Scheduling

Welcome back to all returning faculty and a warm welcome to the new faculty members.  With the start of the fall semester our Athletic Department will become very busy.  Our athletes and coaches have been hard at work preparing for the upcoming season.  
The purpose of this note is to inform you of our policies relating to scheduling and its impact on missed class time.

The Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (IIAC) office, with the approval of the facility athletic representatives (and the President’s council), establishes round robin schedules for the following sports:

· Football

· Volleyball

· Men’s and Women’s Soccer

· Men’s and Women’s Basketball

· Wrestling 

· Baseball 

· Softball

The date and times the events occur depend on college’s schedule, athletic facilities (i.e. lights, other events, etc.), and other factors.  In the development of schedules the following items are considered:

· Potential missed class time

· Individual sports needs in relationship to local, regional, and national competition

· Budgets

· Impact on recruiting 

· General recognition for the college

· Sport specific needs 

· Others

The schedule is rotated during the season and year by year to prevent the missing of class time on the same day of any given week.  The Simpson College Athletic Administration reviews the sport schedule to reflect this philosophy.

The athletic coaches at Simpson College do not encourage, require or infer that student-athletes miss class time for practice.  In fact, many coaches move practice to late time periods to avoid conflicts with labs and other class commitments.

The athletic administration and coaches strongly encourage and appreciate faculty members contacting us if problems in this area arise.  

Simpson College Athletic Department is committed to offering the best total education we can provide for our student-athletes.  We believe that a key factor in attending Simpson College for many of our best and brightest prospective students is the opportunity to participate.

Within the framework of the previously mentioned guidelines, it is the Simpson College Athletic Department’s philosophy to provide every student-athlete the best total educational experience possible.  We know each student is receiving a superior academic experience and it is our goal in the Athletic Department to provide an equally excellent athletic experience.  One that is extremely competitive in one of the nation’s top NCAA Division III Athletic Conferences, the IIAC.
In working with Dean Griffith, the Faculty Athletic Representative (John Epperson and Jennifer Nostrala) and our Compliance Officer (Mark Juffernbruch), we have developed a system that will inform faculty of student-athlete missed class time.  The athletic office/head coaches will provide the faculty with lists of students who will be missing class for athletic events.  You can expect the list as soon as the travel parties are finalized which is usually determined the week prior to the event.  Our policy also holds the student-athlete responsible for contacting each of their professors at the beginning of each season and prior to each missed class period.

In conclusion, it is the Athletic Departments’ goal and mission in conjunction with the faculty to provide each student-athlete with the great total educational opportunity that we call the “Simpson Experience”.

