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 IN THE KNOW 

Another year, another working group! The Learn-
ing Programs Working Group (LPWG) had its or-
ganizational meeting on September 12, 2007. The 
working group consists of faculty and student de-
velopment staff (see the list of members on page 
3) The charge to the group is to follow up on the 
recommendations made by the Academic Struc-
ture Working Group and the General Education 
Working Group that were reported to the faculty at 
the August Workshop. At its meeting, the LPWG 
decided to break into two groups, one working on 
structure issues (LPWG-Struct) and the other the 
general education program (LPWG-GEC.) Both 
groups are meeting weekly and all members of 
LPWG are invited to attend both meetings. At their 
meetings, I told the groups that I believed that they 
should remain focused on what is best for our stu-
dents. 
 
I suggested that although ten of the LPWG were 
elected or appointed from the divisions, each per-
son in the group should be focused on the goals of 
the project and work together to create recommen-
dations that the entire faculty could support. Each 
of the members of the groups bring disciplinary ex-
pertise to the discussions, but I asked that they not 
think of their work as simply representing a divi-
sion, department or faction of the faculty. I asked 
the members to think of themselves as representa-
tives to their departments as much as a represen-
tative of a specific constituency. It is my hope that 
the members of the LPWG can come to the dis-
cussions with open minds, willing to work together 
toward the common goal of improving the educa-
tion of our students. Although it is likely that differ-

ences of opinion exist among participants, it is im-
portant that the group work together to create an 
academic program that a significant majority of the 
faculty could support. It is also important for all 
members of the LPWG to feel comfortable ex-
pressing her or his opinion. I believe that it is the 
responsibility of every member of the group to 
work together to accomplish the tasks ahead. 
 
Both groups will be sharing what they are working 
on with the full faculty and have committed them-
selves to an open and transparent process. Ideas 
and proposals will be fully discussed with the cam-
pus before they are brought forward in the form of 
recommendations. The groups will likely use a va-
riety of surveys, open meetings and focus groups 
to refine their ideas before they recommend any 
specific proposals. Recommendations will come 
from the entire LPWG and not from the individual 
subgroups. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about the LPWG 
process, please contact me. 
 
 

L P W G ? 



 Great Ideas for Teaching (GIFT) .  These 20 minute sessions provide a concrete idea you can easily 
implement in your own classes: 
Pacing with Jack-o-Learning.  Dave Camwell will share his method of getting feedback for a single 
class session so that he can set the pacing of the class to meet the students’ needs.  Come learn 
about this great idea on Wednesday, October 17, 7:25-7:45 in Pfeiffer or on Thursday, October 18, 
12:25-12:45 in the Great Hall. 
 
Study Groups.  Brian Steffen will describe how he gets students effectively using study groups outside 
of class to prepare for exams.  Come learn about this great idea on Wednesday, October 31, 7:25-
7:45 in Pfeiffer or on Thursday, November 1, 12:25-12:45 in the Great Hall. 
 
Reading Quizzes.  Sal Meyers will describe how she gets students to come to class prepared.  Come 
learn about this great idea on Wednesday, November 14, 7:25-7:45 in Pfeiffer or on Thursday, No-
vember 15, 12:25-12:45 in the Great Hall. 
 
Setting Up Alerts in EbscoHost.  EbscoHost can automatically let you know when new articles about a 
specific topic are found.  Come find out about this great idea from Mary Peterson on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, 7:25-7:45 in Pfeiffer or on Thursday, November 29, 12:25-12:45 in Great Hall. 
Visit the faculty development website at http://www.simpson.edu/faculty  
 
Wikis, Blogs, IMs, and Facebooks: Technology in the  Grounded Classroom .  Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9 from 5-9 p.m. Dean Pape from Ripon College will facilitate a dinner event designed to help fac-
ulty consider academic uses for social technologies to enhance group work, critical thinking, and writ-
ten communication skills.  Mark your calendars now!  More details will be forthcoming. 
 

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
By Sal Meyers 
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The submission dates for the Writing Competency 
II have been established for the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. The dates are the following: 

Monday, November 5, 2007 
Monday, February 4, 2008 
Monday, March 24, 2008 

 
Please remind your advisees who are planning to 
graduate in December 2007 or May 2008 to sub-
mit their portfolios as soon as possible.  
 
For details regarding the requirements of the WCII 
Portfolio, please visit the Hawley Center's website  
 

at www.simpson.edu/hawley or contact Todd Little 
(x1524). 
 
If you have a student who is experiencing difficulty 
within the classroom, please encourage the stu-
dent to visit the Hawley Academic Resource Cen-
ter (3rd Floor, Dunn Library). Students may visit 
with the staff of the Hawley Center regarding gen-
eral study skills (note taking, test taking, textbook 
reading) and tutoring services. The Fall 2007 tu-
toring schedule is now available online at 
www.simpson.edu/hawley. 

WRITING COMPETENCY II 
By Todd Little 
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To faculty advisors:  This coming spring, current Juniors should be bringing to your advising ses-
sion for fall  registration a printed copy of their “graduation application.”  If they do not, tell them to 
print one out before you can advise them.  All students you advise and register should always bring 
a printed copy of their degree audit to your office for the advising session.  Following are some fre-
quently asked questions.  If you have any other questions, please contact the Registrar’s office. 
 
Q: When are graduation applications due? 
A: Graduation applications are due the spring of the year before students graduate the following 
May.  Thus, all May  or August 2009 graduates need to get their graduation applications completed 
and submitted by Spring 2008. 
 
Q: Where do I get a graduation application? 
A: Every student has a degree audit.  That degree audit automatically becomes a graduation appli-
cation as soon as the student has successfully completed 75 credits.  All the student needs to do is 
print off the graduation application (degree audit) from StormFront and begin filling it out with their 
advisor. 
 
Q: Why do I need to get my graduation application i n so early? 
A: If you want the Registrar’s Office to provide an extra pair of eyes to check and make certain all 
requirements are met and/or accounted for so that the student is ready to graduate. Then we need 
those applications in time to go over them the summer before the student’s final year.  Why?  With 
nearly 500 graduates, it takes quite a lot of time to go over each application and then contact stu-
dents and advisors about any problems.  We like to do this before students register in the fall for 
their final spring term.  In order to make that deadline, we need to have reviewed all graduation ap-
plications prior to September 15 so that there is time to contact all students about any problems be-
fore they register for the spring so that they can make any adjustments at the last minute that they 
might need. 
 
Q: What happens if I do not get my graduation appli cation in before the fall of my senior 
year? 
A: You are taking the risk that there are no problems with your graduating.  We will not have time 
to review your graduation application until after you have already registered for classes in the last 
semester of your senior year.  You might not find out until some time in January that there are prob-
lems, and by that time, it may be too late to do anything to help you graduate in May. 

GRADUATION APPLICATION—Q & A 
 

By John Bolen, Registrar 

Elected and appointed members of the Learning Programs Working Group are:  Amy Doling, Bill Frie-
dricks, Cyd Dyer, Del Shepard, Graeme Armstrong, Jim Hayes, John Bolen, John Pauley, Justin 
Nostrala, Kedron Bardwell, Lora Friedrich, Lydia Sinapova, Maria DiPalma, Mike Hadden, Murphy 
Waggoner, Nancy St. Clair, Patti Woodward-Young, Sal Meyers, Sharon Wilkinson, Stephanie Krauth, 
Steve Griffith, Steve Shafer and Walter Pearson.   

LPWG MEMBERS 



NEW APPLICATION PROCESS FOR MAY TERM  
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL COURSES INTRODUCED 

By Jay Wilkinson 
This year a new application process was put in place for 
students interested in participating in one of the May 
Term international travel courses.  Students are now 
asked to complete a one-page application form, write a 
one to two page personal statement detailing why they 
are interested in a particular course and how it fits in to 
their educational goals, and submit a copy of their de-
gree audit as well as a copy of their passport data page.  
If they don’t already have a valid passport, then they 
are asked to submit a copy of their completed passport 
application form.  The initial deadline for submitting 
applications was September 26 and review of each ap-
plication followed.  Students were then notified Octo-
ber 2 via email from the Office of International Educa-
tion of their status in their chosen course.  Students not 
accepted into the course they applied to were given the 
opportunity to apply to a second choice course.  Addi-
tional students may now apply to any of the nine travel 
courses (as of the writing of this article) which still 

have space availability (see the May Term section of 
the study abroad website for courses still accepting ap-
plications www.simpson.edu/studyabroad/mayterm). 
 
Feedback on the new process from both students and 
course instructors has been very favorable.  Results of a 
poll taken of online readers of The Simpsonian showed 
that more than ¾ of respondents thought that the new 
process is “a good idea and [it] make[s] sure students 
only apply for trips they really want to go on.”  Many 
of the travel course faculty have expressed their appre-
ciation for being able to have input as to who enrolls in 
their course, and to be able to hear what the motivations 
of the students are for wanting to participate in their 
course. 
 
Thanks to all who have provided feedback on the proc-
ess and whose comments will help to make it work 
even better in the future. 

Check out our Web site for informa-
tion and forms you may need.  Travel 
forms, faculty committees and other 
information can be found at 
  www.simpson.edu/academicdean 
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KNOW THE DATES... 
October 15 Mid Term date  
October 17 Mid Term grades due 
Oct. 25-26 FALL BREAK 
October 31 Last day for Withdrawal 
 
November 1 International travel fund applications 
  due 
November 6 Faculty meeting   

In The Know is published monthly by the Simpson College Academic Affairs office.  Editor:  Becky Beaman.  Reporter:  Becky  
Beaman.  Graphic Artist:  Becky Beaman.  Advertising:  Becky Beaman.  Complaint Department:  Becky Beaman 

DON’T FORGET... 


