
2009 MAY TERM ON-CAMPUS COURSE PROPOSAL  
 
Date:__December 4, 2008 _____________ 
 
Instructor: ____________Allison Wolf_______________________________          
 
If you are not teaching a May Term course, please indicate and return this form ASAP to the 
Registrar’s Office.    

 ________ Not teaching. 
 
If May Term 2009 is part of your load, is the course you are offering a new course or a repeat course? 
 
New course: ____x______           Repeat course:__________ 
 
 
Department(s) in which credit is to be awarded: Philosophy; Latin American Studies Minor  
 
Course number: _______297_______ 
 
Course title: Imperialism, History and Ethics:  Investigating U.S.-Central American Relations Past,  
  Present and Future  
 
 
Is this course going to be designated a Cornerstone Course?   ____x____yes __________no 
If yes, which Cornerstone (also, make certain that the Director of Cornerstones, John Pauley, is emailed a 
copy of this form): 
 
This should have Cornerstone 7 designation 
 
 
Is this course to be reserved for Freshmen and Sophomores?   _________yes _____x______no 
 
Course or program description to be printed in May Term book: 
 
Since the Monroe Doctrine, the United States has had a complicated, often deeply problematic, relationship with 
Central America.  This complicated and difficult relationship continues today.  One question that this raises for 
ethicists is:  What role, if any, should this history play in determining our current ethical obligations to Central 
American nations and their people?  In this class we will explore this question by first investigating the history of 
Central America and the United States and then by exploring current issues involving the United States and Central 
America (such as free trade, increased U.S. business involvement in Central America, immigration, and increased 
U.S. tourism to Central American nations).  In the process, we hope to have a better understanding of what 
constitutes ethical U.S. foreign policy and as well as what constitutes ethical individual behavior by United States 
and its citizens towards Central Americans. 
 
Are there prerequisites? ___________yes _______x______no 
 
If “yes”, what are they?: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily schedule choice (number in priority order): 
__x___Morning shift – 8:30-11:15 daily 
_____Afternoon shift – 11:45-2:30 daily 
_____Split shift – 8:30-9:45 and 12:45-2:00 daily 
 
 
Preferred location: 
Mary Berry or Dunn 
 
 
Provide an explanation if your enrollment limit is to be other than 30 students. 
 
 
 



 
Course objectives (if not stated in description): 
 
Students will learn key aspects of Central American-U.S. history 
Students will gain a basic understanding of different ethical theories 
Students will learn the connections between history and ethics 
Students will be able to connect historical situations to current ethical dilemmas 
Students will be able to use ethical theories to create ways of addressing current issues between the U.S. and Central 
 American nations 
 
 
Writing component (please be specific): 
 
One short paper (about 3 pages) on an issue in Central American-U.S. history 
Longer Paper (5-7 pages) analyzing current ethical issue in Central America-U.S. currently 
 
 
Reading component (please be specific): 
 
Understanding Central America, 3rd edition 
Various Articles 
 
 
Specific methods of assessment (tests, essays, term paper, performance, etc.) 
 
Class participation 
Two Essays 
Student Self-Assessment 
 
 
Special costs to the College, such as insurance, telephone, rental, etc:  None 
 
 
Additional cost to students other than textbooks (i.e., travel, insurance, meals, etc.): None 
 
 
 
Email a copy of this form to: 
Your Department Chair, Division Chair, and Mark Juffernbruch, the EPCC Chair as well as to John Bolen, the 
Registrar. 
 
Your Department Chair and your Division Chair must approve of this proposal if it is a new course. 
 
Allison B. Wolf          12-04-2008 
Department Chair Signature (Philosophy)      Date 
 
 
 
Department Chair Signature (Latin American Studies)      Date 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Division Chair Signature        Date 
 


