Written Communication (WC)
Approved by the Faculty
III.   EMBEDDED SKILLS

Purpose: To provide an opportunity for students to work on important life and professional skills throughout their college experience.

· Two Collaborative Leadership experiences (CL). 
· Three Critical Thinking experiences (CT)

· Two Information Literacy experiences (IL)

· One Intercultural Communication experience (IC)
· Two Oral Communication experiences (OC)
· Two Quantitative Reasoning experiences (QR)
· Four Written Communication experiences (WC) 
· In areas where more than one Embedded Skill is required, an approved outside of class experience may substitute for one of the Embedded Skills.  No more than one of the Embedded Skills in each area can be fulfilled by an outside of the classroom experience and only if it meets the established criteria for the class-based Embedded Skill as approved by the appropriate faculty committee before the experience begins.
Supporting Materials Circulated with the Proposal in February
Description

Writing is an essential skill that students need in order to comprehend, synthesize, and analyze a variety of texts in a variety of disciplines.  In college, they will learn to write in multiple contexts:  in the Simpson Seminars, in courses for their majors, and in elective courses.

We define the skill of written communication as the ability to communicate successfully via handwritten, printed, or electronic text through time and space.

Through written communication, a college graduate should be able to

· articulate an idea or defend a position,

· organize thoughts in a logical fashion,

· support arguments with reference to credible sources,

· consider and address the requirements of various audiences and

· recognize and correct sentence-level errors.

A student will be required to have four Written Communication (WC) experiences.  

· One WC experience will be the Simpson Seminar, 

· At least one WC experience will be in the student’s major area of study, and 

· Two of the three WC experience must be above the 100-level.

Criteria for Approving Proposals

For a course to be designated as fulfilling the embedded skill of Written Communication (WC), it must meet the following criteria:  

1) students will be required to submit at least 3,000 words of graded writing (approximately 12 standard double-spaced pages); 

2) students will receive substantive feedback on at least one significant writing assignment and will be given the opportunity to revise the assignment in accordance with that feedback.  

Courses satisfying the requirement for WC will provide the following information:

· description of the types of discipline-specific writing students will undertake (e.g., proposals, lab reports, research papers, portfolios),

· description of the writing process each course will incorporate (at least three of the following processes should be included:  drafting; peer critique; workshopping; line editing; assembling portfolios) and

· type and frequency of instructor feedback.

Additional Materials From LPWG
Description (Additional Info)
A simple example of an everyday piece of writing is a report.  A report requires a writer to provide information on a topic.  A successful report will include appropriate content, address a particular audience, cite relevant sources, observe good organization, and avoid mechanical and grammatical mistakes.  College graduates should be able to produce such a piece of writing with relative ease.

Rationale

To succeed in their careers and as responsible members of their communities, college graduates need to be able to write clearly and effectively.  The embedded skill of Written Communication addresses one of the three “Intellectual and Practical Skills” as outlined in the Simpson College Strategic Plan; these skills are stated in the plan as follows:

· The ability to think critically

· The ability to communicate effectively [emphasis added]

· The ability to collaborate and work as a member of a team (http://www.simpson.edu/plan/committees/action/IPS_finalreport.pdf).

Written Communication as an embedded skill in a variety of college courses will provide contextualized instruction and practice in different modes of communication.

Source Information on Similar Requirements at other Good Schools

The following is a partial list of schools with Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) programs.  Such programs feature Written Communication as an embedded skill in a wide variety of courses.  Information about each of these programs can be found at the WAC Clearinghouse.  The Clearinghouse includes sample syllabi, information about assessment, FAQs, and an extensive bibliography.

Berry College 

Coe College

Grinnell College

Howard University

Marshall University

George Mason University

Marquette University

Montgomery College

Central Michigan University

University of Northern Iowa

Iowa State University

University of Iowa

Additional information on how Written Communication requirements have been implemented in specific classes can be obtained from looking at syllabi.  Two particularly helpful examples from outside the humanities are http://www.marquette.edu/wac/departmental/MarquetteUniversityWritinginChemistryCourses.shtml and www.cetla.howard.edu/wac/huwacsyllabus.aspx.  This second one is helpful because it is very detailed in both the types of writing students will do and how it will be evaluated.

Possible Courses

Any classes in the curriculum that meet the above criteria could qualify for WC designation.

Teaching Resources

The internet provides many excellent writing-related sites for college instructors.  One of them, the WAC Clearinghouse (http://wac.colostate.edu), has numerous resources for faculty who are incorporating writing assignments into their courses.  These resources are geared toward instructors from a wide variety of fields, and they do not assume any previous experience in writing instruction.  Below are some examples of resources:

· A teaching exchange containing articles about teaching, course syllabi, formal writing assignments, lesson plans, class activities, and faculty tip sheets
http://wac.colostate.edu/teaching
· An introduction to WAC offering answers to frequently asked questions such as the following:  What kinds of writing can I include?  What is writing to learn?  Do I have to be an expert in grammar?
http://wac.colostate.edu/intro
The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) contains numerous resources for faculty and students.

· Information about WAC and Writing in the Disciplines (WID) is available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/WAC
· Information about writing and teaching writing is available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
Other excellent sites include the National Writing Project (www.nwp.org), the Conference on College Composition and Communication (www.ncte.org/cccc), and the International Writing Centers Association (writingcenters.org).

Assessment Resources and Further Reading

While assessment could occur in a variety of ways, Simpson College could adapt the model for assessment used at George Mason University for both the WAC and the Writing Intensive (WI) programs.  George Mason has a WAC committee in place to assess continuously the syllabi for WI courses.  This committee also oversees writing competence of students across the curriculum.  GMU’s assessment of its writing program culminates in a Graduating Senior Survey that measures student perception of writing experiences.  Results of these surveys influence the way the program is run.  GMU makes its assessment program available to all who are interested.

Staffing and Costs

Schools that have successfully implemented WAC programs (and, implicitly, those that provide courses with Written Communication as an embedded skill) all have strong writing centers.  We therefore recommend the establishment of a center dedicated to writing within the structure of the Hawley Academic Resource Center, to be staffed with a qualified writing specialist whose responsibilities would be divided among administration, teaching, and tutoring.  Possibly this person could be affiliated with the English department and also be designated as the WAC director.  However, a writing center is not critical for implementation of Written Communication as an embedded skill, since all instructors know (and presumably excel at meeting) the requirements of writing within their own disciplines and can devise assignments successfully in accordance with disciplinary demands.  Because the volume of writing assignments for WC courses will be high, and because instructor feedback and revision will increase the amount of time that must be devoted to each piece of writing produced, we recommend that W-designated courses have no more than 35 students enrolled per section.

Implementation Challenges

We anticipate that faculty from all departments would participate in the first-year seminar and that, at least in the implementation phase, the English department will provide support for the development and evaluation of Written Communication as an embedded skill in these courses.  We also anticipate that many instructors who normally require a substantial amount of writing in their courses will seek the WC designation.  But instructors who do not care to label their courses as WC should not be compelled to do so.
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