The Arts (AR)
Approved by the Faculty
II.   OURSELVES, CIVILIZATION, AND THE WORLD (8 courses)

Purpose:  To prepare students to be engaged citizens by exploring enduring questions about ourselves, civilization, and the world.  Students will take at least one course in each of the following areas.
· The Arts (AR)

· Civic Engagement (CE)

· Diversity and Power in the U.S. (DP)

· Ethics and Values Inquiry (EV) 

· Global Perspectives (GP)

· Historical Perspectives (HP)

· Scientific Reasoning (SR) 

Supporting Materials Circulated with the Proposal in February
Description

The arts are a vital component of human life.  They provide an opportunity to experience and express the world in ways distinct from other disciplines.   Courses in the arts develop an understanding of the creative dimension of human existence as a way of experiencing the world.

The requirement in the arts focuses on learning through participation in artistic creation.  By taking a course that engages students in the act of creation, students will develop an understanding of art as a constructed means for communication, designed to reveal certain meanings and ideas or elicit specific responses.  The courses must be applied courses that will enhance personal creativity through the development of specific artistic skills and techniques.  

Criteria for Approving Proposals

A course that would fill the requirement for the Arts (AR) is an applied course that will enhance personal creativity through the development of specific artistic skills and techniques.  Students in these courses should:

· acquire basic experience in an artistic medium; 

· develop an understanding and appreciation for process in creative expression; 
· negotiate between conceptual ideas and spontaneous opportunity/discovery; 

· discover personal expression through an artistic medium; and

· exhibit or present their work publicly, at least within the classroom. 

Additional Materials From LPWG
Rationale


In his 2007 commencement address at Stanford University, Dana Gioia, chair of the National Endowment of the Arts said, “we need to create a new national consensus. The purpose of arts education is not to produce more artists, though that is a byproduct. The real purpose of arts education is to create complete human beings capable of leading successful and productive lives in a free society.”

Acquiring a basic experience in an artistic medium will allow students to develop their creative skills while deepening their understanding of what is involved in aesthetic expression.  This requirement may cause some students to step out of their comfort zone.  These students may assume that they are unable to achieve success in a basic drawing, creative writing or drawing course.  By taking a course in the arts these students are given the opportunity to develop their imagination and develop their ability to express themselves.   

Source Information on Similar Requirements at other Good Schools


Whitman College uses a distribution program that includes six credit hours in the fine arts.  http://www.whitman.edu/whitman/index.cfm?objectId=76CCE28F-A6C4-0374-4A7F6054C3D86490
St. Olaf requires two courses in artistic and literary studies as a part of their core requirements.

http://www.stolaf.edu/catalog/gradrequirements/comprehensive-requirements.html
Part of the Hamline Plan at Hamline University is disciplinary breadth.  Two of these courses must come from the fine arts and specifically deal with creative expression.  http://www.hamline.edu/cla/admission/transfer/guide.html
Carleton College requires 12 credits in the arts and literature as part of their distribution requirements. “Courses in this group are intended to develop students’ creative potential in the arts and/or to enhance their sensitivity to artistic expression. This requirement can be fulfilled with designated courses in Art and Art History, Dance, English, Music, Theater, Classical and Modern Literature and specific courses in Cinema and Media Studies. “(Note—Carleton has a 210 credit graduation requirement) http://www.carleton.edu/campus/registrar/catalog/AcademicPrograms.html
Teaching Resources


College Art Association Promotes excellence in scholarship and teaching in the history and criticism of the visual arts and in creativity and technical skill in the teaching and practices of art http://www.collegeart.org/
The National Writing Project (NWP) is a professional development network that serves teachers of writing at all grade levels, primary through university, and in all subjects. The mission of the NWP is to improve student achievement by improving the teaching of writing and improving learning in the nation’s schools.http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/teaching_writing?gclid=CPflhpDM45YCFQ89awodCFECQA
National Association for Music Education MENC is the world's largest arts education organization and the only association that addresses all aspects of music education. More than 142,000 members and supporters represent all levels of teaching from preschool to graduate school. Since 1907, MENC has worked to ensure that every student has access to a well-balanced, comprehensive, and high-quality program of music instruction taught by qualified teachers.  http://www.menc.org/
American Theatre in Higher Education (ATHE) is a comprehensive non-profit professional membership organization. Founded in 1986, ATHE serves the interests of its diverse individual and organizational members, including college and university theatre departments and administrators, educators, graduate students, and theatre practitioners. One of ATHEs missions is to generate the development of innovative pedagogies.  http://www.athe.org/
American Alliance for Theatre and Education Advocating for theatre and education of the highest standards, the American Alliance for Theatre and Education (AATE) recognizes that theatre is essential in people's lives.

AATE promotes standards of excellence in theatre and theatre education and supports the power of the creative experience. AATE connects educators, artists, researchers, scholars and administrators, and provides opportunities for members to learn from each other, and exchange and diversify their practices, their audiences, and their perspectives. http://www.aate.com/
Assessments and further reading


Assessments will be determined as this requirement is refined.

And we could include the Hiram and Willamette materials here since several groups expanded this area to “Assessments and further reading”.
Hiram College focuses on “ways of knowing” in their curricular requirements.  The college “is committed to a rigorous, creative, and demanding intellectual environment that focuses on methods for acquiring knowledge and understanding about human beings and the world. One course or experience that satisfies each of the relevant sets of goals is required.”  Included in these “ways of knowing” are Creative Methods and Interpretative Methods.

Creative Methods (CM): The expression of human creativity involves the development of practical and evaluative skills. Courses and experiences satisfy this requirement by helping students understand the creative process and teaching them the intellectual skills necessary for reflection and evaluation of artistic products. 

· Goal: Acquire the vocabulary necessary to talk intelligently about one’s own creative art as well as the creative art of others, and to clearly articulate the aesthetic experience. 

· Goal: Develop hands-on skills necessary for aesthetic expression and reflection and practical knowledge essential to the implementation of creative techniques and concepts. 

Interpretive Methods (IM): The human experience of meaning involves the application of interpretation to a broad variety of human endeavors, including art, music, literature, and philosophical and religious texts. Courses and experiences satisfy the goals for this requirement by teaching the skills necessary to interpret one or more forms of human expression.

· Goal: Interpret the human experience of meaning as expressed in artistic and intellectual products. 

· Goal: Apply the knowledge and perspective gained from interpretive analysis to a broader understanding of the world or to one’s own life. http://www.hiram.edu/current/catalog/gradrequirements.html
Willamette University requires students to complete work in six areas broadly defined as "modes of inquiry."  These include "Creating in the Arts" and "Interpreting Texts."

Creating in the Arts (CA):  Courses satisfying this requirement seek to provide an understanding of the creative process as a means of discovery, exploration, and self-expression. Students in these courses should:

· acquire basic experience in an artistic medium; 

· develop an understanding and appreciation for process in creative expression; 

· negotiate between conceptual ideas and spontaneous opportunity/discovery; 

· discover expression; 

· exhibit or present their work publicly, at least within the classroom. 

Interpreting Texts (IT):  Courses satisfying this requirement develop students’ skills in analyzing and understanding textual representations of human experience. These criteria construe the notion of “text” broadly. The texts being analyzed might include literary works, films, music compositions, rituals, performances, or ethnographies. A text for these purposes is one that reveals its meaning to or intelligibly challenges a coherent practice of interpretation. Of course, a given text may do both. Furthermore, courses that satisfy this requirement should encourage students to consider the relationship between texts discussed and particular form/s of culture they may express or help constitute. In studying these texts and the process of their interpretation, students in these courses should:

· consider the form — for example, the various styles or genres — of textual communication; 

· study various interpretive strategies and problems; 

· examine dynamic relations among author, reader and text; 

· explore whether — and if so, in what ways — texts embody cultural values.

http://www.willamette.edu/cla/catalog/2006/overview/cla/generaled/
Possible Courses


Art 101 Discovering Art
Mus 103 Discovering Music
Art 121 Basic Drawing
Mus 214 Ensembles**
Art 141 Photography I
Thtr 112 Discovering Theatre

Art 143 Pottery I
Thtr 130 Acting I
Comm 290 Video Production
Thtr 216 Oral Interpretation
Eng 202 Intro to Fiction Writing
Thtr 220 Stage Lighting and Sound

Eng 203 Intro to Poetry Writing
Thtr 224 Costume History and Design
Eng 204 Non-fiction Writing
Thtr 225 Scene Design
.

**Ensembles are currently 0.75 credit courses.  They could be taken for three semesters to count for applied credit.

Staffing and Costs

These changes will likely require more sections of applied course in the future.  It remains to be seen whether this will have a direct impact on staffing.  For instance, a faculty member teaching ENG 101 and 102 in the English department will no longer be required to do that in the new curriculum, therefore allowing more opportunities for teaching ENG 202, 203, and 204.
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