Intercultural Communications (IC)
Approved by the Faculty
III.   EMBEDDED SKILLS

Purpose: To provide an opportunity for students to work on important life and professional skills throughout their college experience.

· Two Collaborative Leadership experiences (CL). 
· Three Critical Thinking experiences (CT)

· Two Information Literacy experiences (IL)

· One Intercultural Communication experience (IC)
· Two Oral Communication experiences (OC)
· Two Quantitative Reasoning experiences (QR)
· Four Written Communication experiences (WC) 
· In areas where more than one Embedded Skill is required, an approved outside of class experience may substitute for one of the Embedded Skills.  No more than one of the Embedded Skills in each area can be fulfilled by an outside of the classroom experience and only if it meets the established criteria for the class-based Embedded Skill as approved by the appropriate faculty committee before the experience begins.
Supporting Materials Circulated with the Proposal in February
Description

Engaged citizenship on a global level includes communicating with others across cultural and linguistic lines.  Courses in this category are designed to put students in direct contact with speakers of languages other than English in order to share cultural information and experiences through the medium of a nonnative language.  (See sample syllabus in Addendum B.)  They may be either on-campus courses or courses taken during study abroad.  

Like the seven other core categories of the New Curriculum, Intercultural Communication courses are not focused on achieving competency, but rather on learning through experience.  In this case, it is the experience of communicating with real people using a nonnative language that brings expanded cultural and linguistic understanding.  Since intercultural communication is a daily reality for much of the earth’s population, this requirement allows students to understand the world through the eyes and words of others and demonstrates the value of using multiple linguistic resources to access other cultural views, as well as new perspectives on one’s own culture.  

Students may fulfill this category in one of four ways:

(1) By taking an Intercultural Communication course using a language that is new to them,

(2) By taking a level-appropriate course in a nonnative language they have already studied in high school,

(3) By studying abroad in a country where they must use a nonnative language to communicate,

(4) By transferring in a college-level language course (including AP credit). 

Criteria for Approving Proposals

A course fulfilling this requirement is a course that
· Focuses on the development of communication skills in a nonnative language,
· Uses that language as a means of accessing and understanding cultural diversity, 
· Involves direct interaction with native speakers of that language.

Possible Courses

Linguistic and cultural areas represented in Simpson’s offerings include, but need not be limited to, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, and Thai.  Arabic is slated to be scheduled in 2010.  Any course in these areas that meets the above criteria would fulfill this requirement.
Additional Materials From LPWG
Other good schools with similar requirements


Arcadia University: http://www.arcadia.edu/academic/default.aspx?id=13090 

Modern languages are part of the general education curriculum as one of five “intellectual practices”

Skidmore College:  www.skidmore.edu 

Requires “fulfillment of the culture-centered inquiry requirement: two courses, one course at the appropriate level in a foreign language or foreign literature in its non-translated form, and one course designated as either non-Western culture or cultural diversity study.”
Staffing and other costs

It is anticipated that changing from a 2-course remedial foreign language requirement to a 1-course language requirement for all students will result in shifting enrollments toward 200- and 300-level courses, allowing language and study-abroad programs to accommodate students with current staffing.
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