Historical Perspectives (HP)
Approved by the Faculty
II.   OURSELVES, CIVILIZATION, AND THE WORLD (8 courses)

Purpose:  To prepare students to be engaged citizens by exploring enduring questions about ourselves, civilization, and the world.  Students will take at least one course in each of the following areas.
· The Arts (AR)

· Civic Engagement (CE)

· Diversity and Power in the U.S. (DP)

· Ethics and Values Inquiry (EV) 

· Global Perspectives (GP)

· Historical Perspectives (HP)

· Scientific Reasoning (SR) 

Supporting Materials Circulated with the Proposal in February
Description

The culture we live in shapes our assumptions, defines our options, and governs the very categories in which we judge and perceive.  Yet it is so all-encompassing that we scarcely notice it.  To understand, appreciate, or critique this tradition, students need to discern the ideas and “texts” that defined it, the historical context in which it developed, and how this shapes our perception of non-Western societies. 

Western ideas and movements emerged over time, from the ancient to modern periods, and through a range of intellectual, religious, and historical currents, from the “classical” cultures of Greece and Rome to the spread of Christianity, from the Enlightenment to the rise of modern capitalism, to individualism in America.  By revealing and thinking critically about the West in guided discussion of “texts” (broadly defined), students will understand how the past colors the lenses through which we see today’s world.

Criteria for Approving Proposals

A course that fulfills the requirement of Historical Perspectives (HP) will:

· Focus on the historical development of a social, political, economic, religious, philosophical, literary, artistic, or scientific dimension of Western culture,

· Interpret, discuss, and critique influential texts or ideas of the West, using selected works from non-Western cultures to enhance comparative study,

· Teach students to learn from the past by wrestling with the common, enduring themes of human existence that confront every society and tradition. 

Additional Materials From LPWG
Possible courses  

Art 201/202/203 Art History courses
Theatre 371/375/377 Theatre History and Literature

Humanities 101/102 Western Traditions I/II
Music 101 Survey of Music Literature
Music 201/202/203 Period Courses in Music

Some courses below have moved toward a HUM 101 model, with interdisciplinary seminar-style courses and discussion of key primary texts and “big questions.”  As such, there is great potential for this area to be a catalyst for enriching “common intellectual experiences” or “linked courses” for first-year students.

English 116/117 Western Literature I/II
Philosophy 121/122 Ancient & Medieval Philosophy/History of Modern Philosophy 

Religion 103/104 Religious/Philosophical Foundations I /II

Interdisciplinary or disciplinary topical courses on key ideas or movements in the ancient, modern, and post-modern eras could be designed, in subject areas that would include all five divisions of the college.  The ideas below are part of a historical “big picture” we want students to learn, and courses could draw from fields as diverse as economics, philosophy, the sciences, politics, sociology, and the arts. 


Capitalism and Its Critics



Consumerism in Modern Life


Globalization and Its Impact



Individualism and the West



Industrialization and Society



Science & the Enlightenment


Source Information on Similar Requirements at other Good Schools

Eckerd: Western Heritage in Global Context http://eckerd.edu/academics/westernheritage/fall/objectives
Luther: Paideia program – http://www.luther.edu/academics/special-programs/paideia/
St. Olaf: Historical Studies – http://www.stolaf.edu/committees/curriculum/ge/hwc.html
Teaching Resources

Kramer, L. S., Reid, D., Barney, W. L., Eds.  Learning History in America:  Schools, Cultures, and Politics.  

Assessment Resources

www.esf.edu/facgov/assessment_PDFs/westerncivilization.pdf  

We struggled to find a consistent assessment instrument, which we attribute to the wide array of methods for approaching this core requirement at other colleges.  As we refine our learning outcomes in this area the assessment instruments will easily follow.

Staffing and Costs

No additional faculty would be needed.  In practice, this reduces a 2-course historical sequence into one seminar that focuses on engagement with (and comparison of) influential texts, ideas, and movements.

Implementation Challenges

Some will say multiculturalism makes contentious the mere analysis of “Western” intellectual or cultural traditions.  Nevertheless, when students intentionally study the impact of the West, it can help them to perceive the complex interplay between Western and non-Western ideas, assumptions, and traditions.
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