Global Perspectives (GP)
Approved by the Faculty
II.   OURSELVES, CIVILIZATION, AND THE WORLD (8 courses)

Purpose:  To prepare students to be engaged citizens by exploring enduring questions about ourselves, civilization, and the world.  Students will take at least one course in each of the following areas.
· The Arts (AR)

· Civic Engagement (CE)

· Diversity and Power in the U.S. (DP)

· Ethics and Values Inquiry (EV) 

· Global Perspectives (GP)

· Historical Perspectives (HP)

· Scientific Reasoning (SR) 

Supporting Materials Circulated with the Proposal in February
Description

Global Perspectives courses are designed to introduce students to other countries and cultures beyond their own.  Through this introduction students will gain new perspectives on and appreciation for other cultural traditions.  Students will also be challenged to reflect and look more deeply at their own culture and see how their culture fits within a larger world context.

In order to be prepared for responsible citizenship in a global context, students must deepen their understanding of the world beyond their home country and their familiar way of life.  Addressing major societal issues of the future will require not only an international perspective but the ability to understand other cultures on their own terms.  

The process of realizing that one’s own cultural norms are not universal generally requires direct instruction.  Through both factual information and opportunities for cultural analysis, courses in this area increase international awareness in ways that lead to tolerance and respect for differences.

Criteria for Approving Proposals


A course fulfilling this requirement of Global Perspectives (GP) is a course that

· Focuses on discovering and analyzing the cultural perspectives of one or more societies outside the U.S.,

· Encourages reflection on students’ home culture within the context of studying other norms, and

· Seeks to increase cross-cultural understanding and decrease ethnocentrism.

Additional Materials From LPWG
Rationale


In order to be prepared for responsible citizenship in a global context, students must deepen their understanding of the world beyond their home country and their familiar way of life.  Addressing major societal issues of the future will require not only an international perspective but the ability to understand other cultures on their own terms.  

The process of realizing that one’s own cultural norms are not universal generally requires direct instruction.  Through both factual information and opportunities for cultural analysis, courses in this category increase international awareness in ways that lead to tolerance and respect for differences.

Criteria for Approving Proposals


A course fulfilling this requirement is a course from any field that

· Focuses on discovering and analyzing the cultural perspectives of one or more societies outside the U.S.

· Encourages reflection on students’ home culture within the context of studying other norms.

· Seeks to increase cross-cultural understanding and decrease ethnocentrism.

Possible Courses
ANTH 110 Cultural Anthropology

MGMT 336 International Marketing

COMM 340 Intercultural Communication

PHIL 245 Ethics of Globalization

PHIL 255 Ethics of Development and Consumption

POSC 240 World Politics

POSC 340 Politics of a Changing World

POSC courses focuses on regions of the world

REL 120 Intro to World Religions

REL 233 Islam

REL 320 Ethics, Religion, and Conflict 

World language courses focused on cultural content

WLCS 120 Analyzing cultural perspectives

May Term travel courses with a cultural focus

Semester abroad programs

Additional courses with international content that might also fulfill the above criteria:

ART 201 Art History:  Pre-historic to Renaissance

ART 202 Art History:  Renaissance to 19th Century

ART 204 Non-Western Art 

British literature courses

European history courses

World history courses 

PHIL 121 Ancient and Medieval Philosophy 

Theater courses with an international focus

Other good schools with similar requirements

St. Olaf College

Central College

Luther College

Dickinson College

and many others

Staffing and other costs

No need for additional staff is anticipated.

Implementation challenges

Adapting current courses to address deep cultural issues (underlying values and perspectives) may necessitate faculty development opportunities in this area.
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