Engaged Citizenship

The supporting document circulated with the new curriculum includes the following statements regarding engaged citizenship:
The general education program prepares students to be engaged citizens by exploring enduring questions about ourselves, civilization, and the world and by developing the skills necessary to shape and create a diverse and just community.  As an organizing principle, citizenship encourages an emphasis on issues of personal integrity, moral responsibility and social justice.

In the New Curriculum the answer to the often asked question, “Why do I have to take all of these courses?” becomes, “Because they will help you grow as an informed and engaged citizen” rather than the more general “Because they show you different ways of knowing and they will help you to be a well-rounded person.”  
Connections between some of the specific requirements and the overarching theme of engaged citizenship are also included in the descriptions of some of the specific requirements.

Citizenship encompasses not just national identity or the rights that one gains as a legal member of society (voting, civil rights, or civil liberties), but one’s duties and obligations to be engaged in the issues that shape our communities (from description of Civic Engagement).

In order to be prepared for responsible citizenship in a global context, students must deepen their understanding of the world beyond their home country and their familiar way of life (from description of Global Perspectives).

Engaged citizenship on a global level includes communicating with others across cultural and linguistic lines (from the description of Intercultural Communications).

