Instructions and Template for Writing Criteria
Requirement Purpose

Please write a 1 to 2 paragraph summary of the purpose of the requirement.  This summary should 
· be based on the description in the document sent to the faculty from LPWG and EPCC. 
· be written to explicitly identify the connection between the specific requirement and the overall theme of engaged citizenship.

· provide students with a reasonable understanding of what they will learn from a course that fills this requirement.

Additional information that you may find helpful in crafting this statement is available in the comprehensive document; look in the rationale subsection of the materials on your requirement.
Learning Objectives

In this section please list the 3-5 things that students should be able to do after taking a class that fills this requirement.  These learning objectives should focus on what students not instructors will do.  
For example, instead of an instructor-focused objective such as “ask students to articulate and defend (in oral or written form) a conception of ethical action on an issue,” the learning objective should might read “students should be able to articulate and defend (in oral or written form) a conception of ethical action on an issue.”

Other examples of possible learning objectives:
Students should be able to

· exhibit or present their artistic work publicly, at least within the classroom

· analyze the social inequalities results from power differentials

The best learning objectives start with action verbs that are measurable.  Illustrate, critique, and construct are better verbs to use in a learning objective than understand.  The following website provides a long list of possible action verbs:  http://www.cme.northwestern.edu/executing-a-cme-conference/objectives.pdf
Course Characteristics

In this section, please identify any characteristics of the course which should be required of courses receiving this designation.
Examples

· The course focuses on the power differential between two or more groups within one or more communities.
· The course focuses on discovering and analyzing the cultural perspectives of one or more societies outside the U.S.
· The instructor of Simpson Seminars during the day program shall be a full-time member of the faculty who serves as an academic advisor for all of the students in the seminar.

· The course shall be staffed with a student Destination Leader (DL) who has received training in various aspects of student development including academic advising
If you decide there are no course characteristics that must be required of all courses, just write “none” under the heading.
Examples of Pedagogical Techniques
In this section, please describe examples of ways in which instructors could choose to teach this requirement.  The material included in this section will not serve as a requirement for instructors, but instead offer guidance to instructors regarding hot to teach in this area.  These examples will not be voted on by the faculty.
For example, service-learning might be recommended as a way to teach a particular requirement.  A brief explanation of what service-learning is and where instructors could go to learn more about it would be provided here.
Working with the Criteria in the Original Document
The criteria originally written by LPWG are in a wide variety of formats.  Some are learning objectives, some are course criteria, some are a blend of both, and some are neither.  
For example, one criterion states “provide students an opportunity for engaged action in the larger community, consistent with the idea of the common good expressed in the college's mission."

This statement could be rephrased as a learning objective: students should be able to identify ways to be engaged in the larger community which are consistent with the idea of the common good expressed in the college's mission.
The statement could be identified as a course characteristic:  Courses in this area should provide students with an opportunity for engaged action in the larger community, consistent with the idea of the common good expressed in the college's mission.
The statement could be included in the final section as an example of a pedagogical technique.
Most of the criteria will probably work best when stated as a student learning objective, but many objectives will probably appear in more than one area.
Template
A template is included on the next page that you can copy and paste into a document to get started.  Fill in the brackets with the appropriate information.  

[Name of Requirement]
Requirement Purpose

[1 to 2 paragraph summary of the purpose of the requirement]

Learning Objectives

[3-5 Learning objectives for the students]

Course Characteristics

[Course characteristics]
Examples of Pedagogical Techniques
Information in this section is offered as a resource to faculty, not as a requirement or as part of the criteria for the course.  These examples will not be voted on by the faculty.
[Examples of pedagogical technique]
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